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generations in which " the hunted priest said mass on
the hillside " ; and from those generations of adversity,
Irish Catholicism and the Irish priesthood keep a halo
which no prosperity will wholly, efface. Even those
who least approve the Roman cult cannot deny the
justice of its hold on Ireland's devotion.
When nothing is left to a people but its religion,
priests become its leaders. Individual priests led in
the Wexford rising, very much against the will of their
hierarchy. But after the Union, when O'Connell
sought to organise the huge mass of Irish Catholics
to secure their rights as citizens, he used the frame-
work of the Church as the cadres of his organisation.
He made politicians of the priests, because in the lack of
a Catholic gentry there was no other choice. Through-
out the nineteenth century the priests eaine, in fact,
to be regarded as the leading citizens. Ireland reverted
to something of the old system of local chieftaincies...
Bishops and priests were those who dealt with the
English Government, and with whom it always pre-
ferred to deal. As the political growth of Nationalist
Ireland developed, the British Government repeatedly
sought to drive a wedge between the two authorities,
the lay leaders and the clerics.
From the beginnings of the revolution led by Parnell
and Davitt, Ireland felt that the priests were on the
side of the tenants as against the landlords: but on
the larger question of a claim to national self-govern-
ment, opinion was never so clear* In 1798 and in 1848
the Catholic hierarchy had been loath to find itself
allied with a party that looked for allies in the revo-
lutionary movement throughout Europe, Undoubtedly
also the taste for authority grows with the possession
of it, among ecclesiastics or laymen: and the clergy
was everywhere Jealous of its authority. But once the
revolution was fully launched, though Parnell was a
Protestant and Davitt notoriously Fenian, member
of a secret society which the Church denounced, the
clergy were swept into a movement which had origin-

